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Dear Parents & Carers,  

Welcome to our very first safeguarding newsletter! At St Paul’s Primary School, safeguarding 

and promoting the welfare of children is everyone’s responsibility and our top priority.  

Everyone who comes in to contact with the children and families of our community has a 

role to play.   

Everything that we do has the children at its centre. Their wellbeing, their safety, their 

achievement, their happiness underpins every decision we make.  Often when safeguarding 

is mentioned, the immediate thought is about child protection – when a child is suffering 

harm, or is in danger of suffering harm. However, safeguarding is much more complex than 

this and encompasses a very wide range of areas. At St Paul’s we ensure that all of our staff 

have termly training and updates in all aspects of safeguarding and this training is frequently 

revisited throughout the year.  We also ensure that our curriculum provides the children 

with age-appropriate opportunities to learn how to keep themselves healthy and safe.  

With this in mind, we will be sending out a half-termly newsletter informing you of any 

recent safeguarding updates as well as providing you with key information around a range 

of safeguarding issues.  This issue will introduce you to the school’s Designated Safeguarding 

Team, County Lines and the importance of online safety.  
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They regularly attend training to ensure their skills and knowledge are up-to-date. 

 

The Safeguarding Curriculum  

We believe that one of the best ways to safeguard children is to equip them with the 

knowledge and skills to be able to keep themselves safe.  Safeguarding themes are 

interwoven throughout our curriculum and the opportunities we offer in school. Some 

examples include:  

 Our ‘Values’ assemblies which are delivered to all children from EYFS to Y6  

 Online Safety days with age-appropriate workshops  

 Online safety discussions within computing and other relevant lessons  

 Involvement in Anti-Bullying Week and Mental Health Awareness Week  

 RSE lessons  

 PSHE lessons  

Spotlight on county lines and CCE  

County lines is when gangs and organised crime groups exploit children to transport and 

sell drugs, normally between big cities where the exploiters are based to smaller towns or 

cities, sometimes across county boundaries, also locally and within the county. The 

children have dedicated mobile phone ‘lines’ for taking orders for drugs; children are used as they 

are less likely to be stopped by police, allowing adult dealers to avoid the risk of arrest. County lines 

is a form of criminal exploitation; this occurs where a person or a group of people takes advantage of 

their contact with and influence over a young person to coerce or manipulate them into carrying out 

a criminal act. Children as young as 6 are known to have been targeted by gangs for this purpose.  

Young people may be recruited for county lines and other forms of criminal exploitation by a pro- 

cess of grooming: At the targeting stage, the exploiter befriends the young person and gains their 

trust. Young people may also be recruited through social media and/or through their peer group.  

Some parents of young people who have been exploited through county lines involvement have 

reported that they went through a sudden change in behaviour. Possible indicators of involvement 

include:  

WHO TO CONTACT IF YOU HAVE A CONCERN ABOUT A CHILD  

If you are worried about a child’s safety, please do not hesitate to contact the Designated 

Safeguarding Lead or Deputies straightaway.  

You can contact MASH: Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub on 01432 260800 

If a child is in immediate danger, call the Police on 999  

The Safeguarding Team oversee and coordinate all aspects of the school’s work to ensure 

that children are kept safe.   



• Unexplained money, clothes or gifts  

• Frequent, unexplained phone calls 

• New friendship circles that involve older children or adults 

• Not attending school 

• Carrying Weapons 

For more information on County Lines and Criminal Exploitation, please follow the link: 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/gangs-criminal-exploitation/ 

 

Online Safety 

 

 

5 things every parent can do to keep their children safe online 

1. Talk openly with your child about their online activity 

2. Keep screens and devices where you can see them 

3. Know your parental controls 

4. Know who your children's online friends are 

5. Be 'share aware' to protect your privacy 

Useful links: 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ 

https://www.childnet.com/ 

https://www.internetmatters.org/ 
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