
 

Storytime 

 
Every day, children at St Paul’s listen to their teacher read.  Hearing quality books 
read aloud means that children are exposed to a wealth of vocabulary and richness 
of language that they may not otherwise experience.  Storytime also helps to 
encourage children to develop a love of reading that is truly life-enhancing.  
 
Here are some of the books that children hear during their time with us. 
 

Infants 
Reception and Year 1 
 
From poetry to fairy tales, and rhyming stories 
to non-fiction, children delight in hearing their 
teachers read an assortment of quality books 
every single day. Often these are selected by 
the children. Otherwise teachers select books 
to ensure children are exposed to a range of 
different genre, sometimes selecting works that 
mirror one their topics or features they are 
learning about in their writing lessons. 
 
 
Year 2 
 

In Year 2, children hear their teachers read short stories in 
the autumn term, and then chapter books from spring. 
These are sometimes selected by the children and 
sometimes by teachers, who ensure children are exposed 
to a range of different genre, sometimes selecting works 
that mirror one of their topics or features they are learning 
about in their writing lessons.  
 
In the spring term, for example, children listen to ‘The Day 
I fell into a Fairy-tale’ by Ben Miller, selected for its link to 
the ‘Cinderella’ topic and range of vocabulary. The book is 
humorous and captures the attention of both boys and 
girls. This book gives opportunities for reading 
comprehension and character description.  In the summer 
term the children hear Tiger Fish by Tej Rae, as it links to 

their topic discussing Zambia in Geography. 
 

Juniors 
 
Children hear a range of stories that are selected primarily to engage and excite our 
pupils, and also either because they contain adventurous vocabulary, linguistic 
features that mirror what the children are being taught to use in their writing or 
because they link to a topic the children study that term.  In addition to the books 



 

listed below, the children hear poetry written in a variety of styles and by a variety of 
authors. 
Year 3 
 
Autumn 
 Stone Age Boy by Satoshi Kitamura, links to History 

 Look inside the Stone Age  

 24 hours in the Stone Age 

 Stone Age, Bone Age! 

 Wonderful Earth!  

 Savage Stone Age 

 3B Love of reading – Paddington’s Finest Hour 

 3V Love of reading – The Enormous Crocodile  

 

Spring 
 Roman Invasion by Jim Eldridge, links to Geography 

 George's Marvellous Medicine by Roald Dahl, links to PSHE 

and Science 

 
Summer 
 Arctic Song by Miriam Moss, links to Geography  

 The Twits by Roald Dahl 

 
Year 4 
 
Autumn 
 The King Who Threw Away His Crown, by Terry Deary, links to History 

 Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson, links to Geography 

 Christmasaurus books 1 and 2 by Tom Fletcher 

 
Spring 
 The 1000 year old boy by Ross Welford – Links to The Vikings topic 

 How to be a hero by Cat Weldon Links to The Vikings topic  

 British Museum: So You Think You've Got It Bad? A Kid's Life as a Viking  

 Viking poems  

 
Summer 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/journey-to-the-river-sea/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/British-Museum-Think-Youve-Viking/dp/1839946369/ref=sxts_b2b_sx_reorder_acb_customer?content-id=amzn1.sym.5e51619b-56f7-420c-819c-9f2801791c76%3Aamzn1.sym.5e51619b-56f7-420c-819c-9f2801791c76&crid=PW41DK5311SF&cv_ct_cx=so+you+think+you%27ve+got+it+bad&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.04J9sfYD6boQN3s1yIJm2g.f8IbMJMAD0_nfwfvKcwUSJPf7ZsOm-9DPE1NR0lriPs&dib_tag=se&keywords=so+you+think+you%27ve+got+it+bad&pd_rd_i=1839946369&pd_rd_r=9e9370cd-75b3-469d-8bdd-d0a4a5b7e9ad&pd_rd_w=QczQz&pd_rd_wg=JM3MI&pf_rd_p=5e51619b-56f7-420c-819c-9f2801791c76&pf_rd_r=G5DKG49FEDXHXXSFV9CZ&qid=1713960914&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=so+you+think%2Caps%2C159&sr=1-1-91abc21e-42b0-4837-95b9-f4a4018d2e41


 

 Amy gets eaten by Adam Kay and Henry Paker 

– Links to Science topic of ‘Animals Including 

Humans’ 

 The Last Bear by Hannah Gold - Links to 

Science topic of ‘Animals Including Humans’  

 The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry – a 

tale of the Amazon Rain Forest Links to 

Rainforest Geography topic  

 The Secret Explorers and the Rainforest 

Rangers by SJ King – Links to Rainforest 

Geography topic  

 The explorer – Links to Rainforest Geography topic  

Year 5 
 
Autumn 
 I, Spy by Rhian Tracey 

Spring 
 
 How does a lighthouse work by Roman Belyaev, links to Science 

 Cosmic by Frank Cottrell Boyce, links to science 

 
Summer 
 What A Waste: Rubbish, Recycling, and Protecting our Planet 

(Protect the Planet) by Jess French, links to PSHE and Science 

 Floodland by Marcus Sedgwick, links to science 

 
Year 6 
 
Autumn 
 Mysteries at Sea: Peril on the Atlantic by A M Howell, links to Geography and 

English 
  
Spring 
 Who let the Gods out by Maz Evans, links to History 

 
Summer 
 Running on the roof of the world by Jess Butterworth, links to Geography 

 
 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/What-Waste-Rubbish-Recycling-Protecting/dp/0241366917/ref=sr_1_1?crid=28Q0N6L39C9CD&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.67znInYkmu_CsmZ9YUHcOSxak6pKlH-IakELi8gnW3hI9gBfF5H_km7kfBaEKz6T53ZgHuDUc54u2vIHu1vAY8zbuqb1H2bbYY1K2_5DyMGf-ewO2z4nO7GMleSlZMgBwLodn1C-gLTqIsRl-IFbbuMDqR3VuuJNVClrVlSsV1PhAy0oln3BiF0B9P0x2Oz3Hcedbt1GjwaqLQt8zkIc6rOBD7t0Y5orcwaxNukmsrY.ebhD8bjUBSMeoC8THBS3ZAB82fdh7NKQZRoCFAT7yHo&dib_tag=se&keywords=what+a+waste+book&qid=1713961666&sprefix=what+a+waste+and+%2Caps%2C184&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/What-Waste-Rubbish-Recycling-Protecting/dp/0241366917/ref=sr_1_1?crid=28Q0N6L39C9CD&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.67znInYkmu_CsmZ9YUHcOSxak6pKlH-IakELi8gnW3hI9gBfF5H_km7kfBaEKz6T53ZgHuDUc54u2vIHu1vAY8zbuqb1H2bbYY1K2_5DyMGf-ewO2z4nO7GMleSlZMgBwLodn1C-gLTqIsRl-IFbbuMDqR3VuuJNVClrVlSsV1PhAy0oln3BiF0B9P0x2Oz3Hcedbt1GjwaqLQt8zkIc6rOBD7t0Y5orcwaxNukmsrY.ebhD8bjUBSMeoC8THBS3ZAB82fdh7NKQZRoCFAT7yHo&dib_tag=se&keywords=what+a+waste+book&qid=1713961666&sprefix=what+a+waste+and+%2Caps%2C184&sr=8-1

